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Annual Report July 2018 - June 2019

The name that the Amadiba people have given Sustaining
the Wild Coast (SWC) is Mazibuy’emasisweni. A simple
translation of this name is ‘let us bring back our heritage!’

SWC is committed to supporting the struggle of the residents of the
Amadiba Coastal Area to protect their land and livelihoods against imposed
development, to amplifying their voices, and to growing understanding of
indigenous wisdom in a time of global environmental crisis.
The struggle of the Amadiba people is emblematic of the struggle of
indigenous communities worldwide against the life-destroying impacts of
imposed, unsustainable, so-called ‘development’ projects that do not
respect the needs of local people or the integrity of Earth’s ecosystems.
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We are inspired by the young people of Amadiba who are seeking to protect
and revive their cultural heritage by participating in the YES4YOUTH
programme.
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INTRODUCTION
SWC continues to be a small group of individuals, scattered across South Africa, who are
committed to supporting the struggle of the Amadiba.
The directors are:
Margie Pretorius, Sinegugu Zukulu, Kate Davies, Andrew Bennie, Nobuntu Mazeka, Nick King.

GOVERNANCE
2.1 AUDIT
Neville Hide and Associates trading as Accumulo Consulting are our auditors.
We are extremely grateful to Sibulele Makeleni who has served us voluntarily as an ex officio
treasurer for the past year and managed the auditing process. Thank you so much Sibulele!
Please see our audited financial statement for details of SWC finances for the past year.
2.2 LEGISLATIVE COMPLIANCE
SWC is a registered non-Profit Company without members.
2.3 BOARD MEETINGS
Three board meetings were held over the course of the 2018 - 2019 financial year;
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

July 26&27 2018, Port Edward
September 20, 2018, Verde Hotel, Cape Town
November 20, 2018, Skype
January 22, 2019, Hillcrest
April 6&7, Port Edward, 2019
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We bid farewell to John Clarke as a director, but John continues to serve the Amadiba as a social
worker.
2.4 FUNDRAISING AND FUNDS MANAGEMENT
●

A repeat donation from the Environmental Defenders Collaborative of the Rudolf Steiner
Foundation Social Finance was made to SWC. This was divided equally between litigation
costs incurred by Richard Spoor Inc. and the Amadiba Crisis Committee, with the latter
portion being disbursed over the year by SWC, according to the requirements of ACC.
ACC used these funds for various activities such as attendance at important court
proceedings and community mobilisation meetings about the proposed mining.

●

A Global Green Grants Fund enabled us to assist the Amadiba Crisis Committee with costs
associated with attending meetings related to their ongoing struggle of resisting the N2
toll road, supporting surrounding communities in their efforts to hold SANRAL
accountable, meetings about the proposed marine bill, and meetings in Mbizana about
changes to the Spatial Development Plan. This money was also essential in enabling the
three Amadiba Coastal Communities Development Association (ACCODA) meetings to
take place. Green Grant's money was also used to revamp the SWC website.

●

A commitment from The Swedish Society for Nature Conservation to SAFCEI has enabled
the employment of Sinegugu on a part time basis from April 2019 to end March 2021.

●

Donations were made to SWC’s Given Gain campaign “Say NO to the N2” by a few
faithful supporters and were paid over to Richard Spoor Inc for ongoing litigation against
the N2 toll road.

●

A second GivenGain campaign raised R15k.

●

An anonymous donation of R200k was received with very grateful thanks.

3. PROACTIVE WORK
SWC is continuing to focus on finding ways to enable the Amadiba villages to use tourism and
agriculture to create sustainable, environmentally responsible and community-led economic
opportunities as alternatives to mining. Through networking with other interested organisations
and individuals, slow progress is being made.
3.1 COMMUNITY ECOTOURISM
●
●

Promotion of hiking and homestays continues, primarily through the work of Sinegugu who
led many hikes in the course of the year.
Sinegugu always includes young aspirant guides to assist him in leading trails in order to
give them the opportunity to learn and gain guiding experience. Several training
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opportunities were organized for these young guides in the course of the year……?
Proficiency in English continues to be a challenge for these young guides and we need to
explore ways in which to support ongoing English speaking skills for them.
3.2 YES4YOUTH PROGRAMME
SWC, was invited by Wild Trust to partner with them in implementing the national YES4YOUTH
programme, which aims to give young people a year of work experience and learning.
This programme is mentoring 100 young people in the Amadiba area, focusing on exploring how
landcare, agroecology and tourism can create work opportunities that strengthen their
centuries-old culture, traditions of land custodianship, and protect the environment. The
programme will run from April 2019 to end March 2020 and will be repeated with a new annual
intake of participants for 2020 and 2021.
We are excited to be working with Wild Trust and grateful to Nedbank for their sponsorship of
this programme.

Activities for the YES participants so far include litter collection and the making of ecobricks in
preparation for using them to make benches, beach and river cleanups, the establishment of
permaculture demonstration gardens, preparation for the cultivation of a hectare of sweet
potatoes and/or amadumbe by all participants, research tasks on topics such as family history and
traditional farming practices, and hikes to learn about local attractions and tourism.

Identifying a hectare for cultivation
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Beginning to fence
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Beginning to plough
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Beach cleanups were initiated by the programme supervisors after the April floods:
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From concern to action…...
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Thankyou to Waste Action Tribe for gloves and lots of yellow bags!
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Ecobricking has become a weekly group activity. "Its boring to do alone so we do it together".
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3.3 AGROECOLOGY
Travis Bailey, founder of Amadiba Adventures, attends our SWC board meetings as an ex officio
director. Presently employed by the Siyasisiza Trust, Travis is working with farmers in Amadiba to
access funding for farm implements, and the building of packhouses. The focus in the
YES4YOUTH programme on agroecology is motivating young people to farm and to learn from
their parents, grandparents and each other.
4. RESISTANCE TO MINING
SWC has continued to play a supportive role to the Amadiba Crisis Committee (ACC), in receiving
and disbursing funds, organising logisitcs, participating in planning and strategizing workshops,
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networking, and organising media coverage for their ongoing struggle against mining and
highway construction in Amadiba Administrative Area 24.
4.1 SUPPORT FOR AMADIBA CRISIS COMMITTEE and THE RIGHT TO SAY NO CAMPAIGN
On November 22 judgement was handed down in the North Gauteng High Court, affirming the
right of Xolobeni residents to Free, Prior and informed Consent (F.P.I.C.)

The global significance of this judgement has been acknowledged by the UN. See:
http://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/south-african-indigenous-community-winenvironmental-rights-case-over-mining
https://oxpeckers.org/2019/01/what-is-fpic/
Siyabonga Ndovela expressed his feelings about the judgement on social media:
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And Johan Lorenzen, working with Richard Spoor Inc received a personal note from an
international lawyer working on FPIC which succinctly summed up the global significance of the
Xolobeni judgement:

The Minster of Mineral Resources, Mr Gwede Mantashe was quick to respond, saying that the
Department would appeal the judgement.
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See:
http://m.miningweekly.com/article/xolobeni-judgment-to-be-appealed-2018-12-12/rep_id:3861
Mantashe then proceeded to visit the area and announce that the government will hold a
referendum to measure levels of support for mining. There is no legal grounds for such a survey.
https://www.iol.co.za/business-report/companies/mantashes-titanium-survey-unheard-of-in-sa-xol
obeni-residents-18859470
https://city-press.news24.com/Business/survey-to-break-stalemate-on-whether-to-mine-in-xoloben
i-20190121
https://citizen.co.za/news/opinion/opinion-editorials/2050222/gwede-mantashes-take-on-mining-r
ights-stuns/amp/?__twitter_impression=true
The majority of residents of Xolobeni remain adamant that they do not want mining
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-12-14-mantashe-appeal-well-fight-you-all-the-way-v
ows-xolobeni-community/
Nonhle Mbuthuma, spokesperson for the Amadiba Crisis Committee, has clearly articulated the
reasons for opposition to the proposed referendum:
https://youtu.be/f22StxRg5f8
The Xolobeni struggle takes place within the broader context of ongoing violence against activists
opposed to mining across the country
https://city-press.news24.com/Voices/land-policy-violence-and-killings-20181011
https://city-press.news24.com/News/kzns-killing-fields-6-activists-dead-after-questioning-oil-proje
ct-20190212
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The government is continuing to proceed with the finalization of the Traditional Leadership and
Khoisan Bill which will increase the power of traditional lenders to sign agreements for
development projects without the consent of residents and undermine the impact of the
Right2sayNO judgement.
See:
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-12-11-parliaments-final-push-on-dangerous-tradition
al-leadership-bills/
https://iono.fm/e/677571
SWC director Nobuntu Mazeka interviewed on SAFM
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-01-15-mining-will-not-bring-jobs-to-xolobeni/
Article by SWC director Andrew Bennie

-

4.2 GATHERING OF SPIRITUAL LEADERS
The traditional healers of Amadiba held a gathering in the red dunes of Kwanyana on the 20th
March 2019. The gathering was called as a response to the ongoing threat of mining in Xolobeni
and to similar threats in other parts of the country to places that are regarded by traditional
healers as sacred places. Traditional healers are protecting these natural places for ceremonial
purposes, the gathering of medicinal and ceremonial plants, and as spaces to communicate with
the spirits and their ancestors. In the words of spiritual healer, Camagu Danca, from Nyavini “this
has much to do with the ancestors because of all the people who have passed over the course of
the fight against the mining”.
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The gathering was an opportunity to raise the voices and role of spiritual leaders in the struggle
against the proposed mining of Amadiba and to forge greater unity between these leaders and
the broader community. Seven healers including from Limpopo, Mpumalanga and the Northern
Cape, drove from Johannesburg for the gathering.
SWC’s role in the gathering was to assist with logistical and organisational support and in
accessing funding from SAFCEI. Camagu Danca, with support from Sinegugu Zukulu and
Siyabonga Ndovela, was largely responsible for the community arrangements.
Despite threats by pro-mining leaders that the gathering would be stopped, over 200 people,
primarily from the communities of Nyavini, Kwanyana and Mtolani mobilized themselves in
numbers to protect the dune space and guide the healers and faith leaders into the area.
An introductory meeting was held at Komkhulu, which was filled to capacity with many more
having to stand outside, where Camagu introduced the visitors and explained the reasons for the
gathering and the planned proceeding of events. Once the meeting had concluded, Camagu led
the procession on a walk through the grasslands to a point just above and overlooking the red
dunes and the chosen gathering place. The ceremonies, consisting of song and dance and prayer,
were conducted by the group of visiting and local leaders for just over an hour before they were
joined by the community for another hour of singing, dancing and prayer.
The following day, the group theny led a prayer session for the Human Rights Day rally organised
by the ACC.
The gathering is felt to have been important for a number of reasons. While initially planned as a
low-key and intimate ceremony, the level of support and attendance from the broader
communities of Nyavini, Kwanyana and Mtolani was unexpected and seemingly indicative of the
importance attached to both the struggle for the land and the role of the traditional healers and
faith leaders in community well-being. The involvement and integration of spiritual healers, faith
leaders and the community in the lead-up, initial proceedings and ceremony itself achieved the
aim of supporting local unity and cohesion and of raising the profile of the healers and faith
leaders in both this and protecting sacred space. The involvement of healers from outside the
area, while limited in number for logistical reasons, also had the effect of elevating local healers
and faith leaders and of placing importance of the area beyond the region.
A further ceremony is to be held in the future where Camagu has been tasked with planting trees
at the site of the gathering. It has been asked that these be planted by children from the area and
that Camagu and the group of local healers and faith leaders hold and oversee this.
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5. RESISTANCE TO N2 TOLL ROAD
The Review Case to set aside environmental authorisation of the N2 was finally heard in the North
Gauteng High Court on December 3 & 4, 2018, 5 years after the matter was first lodged.
Unfortunately, the appeal was dismissed by Judge Pretorius on March 7, 2019.
In the words of Zukulu at the start of the court case: “we hope for the best outcome and even if
we do not win, the world and our descendants will know that we fought against the human and
environmental injustices of this world.”
 .

19

Sinegugu Zukulu with Advocate Geoff Budlender in court on December 3, 2018.
Leave to appeal this ruling was heard in the North Gauteng High Court on April 11 and denied on
April 24. The appeal has now been taken to the Bloemfontein Supreme Court of Appeal and
judgement is still to be made.
Media coverage of the court case and history of resistance to highway construction:
https://citizen.co.za/news/south-africa/2045007/n2-wild-coast-road-will-destroy-us-pondoland-vill
agers-plead-with-court/ - Ilse de Lange
https://www.groundup.org.za/article/n2-highway-communities-were-not-consulted-court-told/?fbc
lid=IwAR2KVIx3e04NQ_bhGxBeqZMgTmb6SYpgfBJMpUisxJA_Q8mS9uvQ9F4ODT8
- Zoe Postman
https://www.iol.co.za/business-report/economy/n2-wild-coast-dispute-goes-to-court-again-18493
112  - Roy Cokayne
In response to the court judgement SWC organised and funded the production of a short video to
promote public understanding of why the Amadiba community is opposed to highway
construction within the Amadiba Coastal area. The English version can be viewed here:
https://youtu.be/v2gA2soJ0w8
The same video in isiMpondo
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=yV8Tzf6Eszk&feature=youtu.be

Resistance to highway construction has continued on the ground resulting in the withdrawal of the
Austrain construction company Strabag from the Mtentu River bridge project.
https://www.groundup.org.za/article/wild-coast-community-versus-sanral-and-gwede-mantashe/
-Wilmien Wicomb
https://www.newframe.com/resistance-stalls-mega-wild-coast-bridge - Dennis Webster
SWC director, Margie Pretorius continues to attend the quarterly Environmental Monitoring
Committee (EMC) meetings, and lawyers continue to monitor whether SANRAL is complying with
the conditions of construction, particularly with regard to the planned relocation of residents
within Amadiba Area 24. Opposition to construction of the highway within Amadiba Area 24 will
continue through the courts and on the ground.

6. COMMUNICATIONS and MEDIA
WEBSITE
Our fresh new website can be viewed here: www.swc.org.za Thanks to Green Grants for funding
this long overdue revamp!
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5.2 SOCIAL MEDIA
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Our Facebook page now has about 4120 followers.

6. NETWORKING WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS
6.1 THE SOUTHERN AFRICA FAITH COMMUNITIES ENVIRONMENTAL INSTITUTE (SAFCEI)
SAFCEI has supported the work of SWC in the past year through funding the spiritual gathering
on the Xolobeni Dunes, and through employing Sinegugu with funds raised from Swedish Society
for Nature Conservation as part of their Food and Climate justice programme. Thankyou SAFCEI!

23

The part-time employment of Sinegugu has made implementation of the YES4YOUTH
programme possible and enabled 100 young people from Amadiba to learn from "Sinegoogle" because he knows so much, and "Sineguru" - because he is wise!
6.2 ROVING REPORTERS
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In response to a light hearted challenge from John Clarke on Facebook, Fred Kockott, founder of
Roving Reporters, d
 ecided to raise awareness o f and support for the Pondoland Wild Coast, by

organising a Wild Swim along the 22km stretch of coast between the Mzamba and Mtentu Rivers.
Money raised would go towards Protection of the Mpondoland Marine Protected Area, support
for homestays in Amadiba and towards promoting environmental journalism through the work of
Roving Reporters.
A few days before the swim, after much hard preparatory work, Cyclone…..caused torrential rains
in the coastal areas of KwaZuluNatal and the Eastern Cape, making it unsafe for sea swimming.
The Wild Swim creatively morphed into a Wild Walk enabling the participants to get to know the
land and people of the area much better than they would have through a swim. A fabulous time
was had by all, some money was raised and a big decision was made to move the headquarters of
Roving Reporters to Port Edward from where focused attention could be given to promoting
environmental journalism through Pondoland Wild Coast hikes.
https://city-press.news24.com/News/swimmers-promote-alternatives-to-mining-the-wild-coast-20
190329
For information about Roving Reporters and to read some of the stories that have already been
written about the Amadiba area please see: https://rovingreporters.co.za/

25

6.3 ENVIROPAEDIA
The Xolobeni Community was recognized at the Ecologic Awards event of Enviropaedia
and won the Eco Community Award. Sinegugu won the Eco Warrior Award and also won
a beautiful camera for his splendid traditional attire!

*************************

Further media coverage of the historic Right to say NO judgement and related issues
and events:
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https://m.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/xolobeni-turns-mantashe-away-we-say-no-to-mining-for15-years-20181204
https://t.co/2aiz2Bq6U3?amp=1
- Nonhle podcast
https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/amp/news/south-africa/2018-12-10-listen-to-the-people-amnesty-i
nternational-tells-government/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f22StxRg5f8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-12-19-the-resisters-the-communities-that-took-a-sta
nd/ - Rebecca Davis
https://www.newframe.com/eastern-capes-fields-gold
https://youtu.be/tcMecMv3dS0
https://omny.fm/shows/power-breakfast/xolobeni-community-insists-it-does-not-want-mining
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-01-15-mining-will-not-bring-jobs-to-xolobeni/
Andrew Bennie

-

https://citizen.co.za/business/2064190/sa-faith-communities-back-xolobeni-communitys-resistance
-to-mining-exploration/
https://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/we-have-never-invited-mantashe-to-xolobeni-amadiba-crisis-c
ommittee-18821292
https://youtu.be/113MOSq9WQE - Mantashe meeting
https://youtu.be/xhLjJOowqJs
Nonhle Mbuthuma interviewed by Jane Dutton

https://www.rnews.co.za/article/rural-activists-to-launch-eastern-cape-rural-activist-rural-developm
ent-programme
https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-01-22-mantashe-cant-bulldoze-people/
http://www.702.co.za/podcasts/125/the-best-of-the-eusebius-mckaiser-show/177639/xolobeni-co
mmunity-continues-to-fight-for-their-land
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https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2019-01-23-xolobeni-digs-in-its-heels-against-miners-h
abitual-profiteering/
http://www.thedailyvox.co.za/xolobeni-pro-mining-youth-group-has-strong-ties-to-mining-compa
ny-lizeka-maduna/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/in-south-africa-tribal-communities-feel-threat-of-titanium-mi
ne
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hj5sozbf7nu6qvc/Footage%20of%20Police%20handling%20of%20X
olobeni%20meetings%20for%20HRC%20low%20res.mp4?dl=0
https://youtu.be/Bmdwf0pb044
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-02-05-towards-a-politics-for-soil-restitution/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AFR5398232019ENGLISH.pdf
- Amnesty International Public Statement re Xolobeni
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2019-02-15-mining-rights-ride-roughshod-over-prop
erty-rights/#.XGaG76FkdcE.whatsapp
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-02-14-mantashe-needs-to-ask-what-kind-of-develop
ment-xolobeni-wants/
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2019-02-27-xolobeni-community-being-coerced-into-g
iving-up-land-rights/
https://youtu.be/SvzOidXt4zk
50/50 overview
https://m.news24.com/Columnists/Mamphela_Ramphele/xolobeni-and-the-irony-of-history-20190
305
https://amnesty.org.za/south-africa-three-years-on-authorities-must-bring-bazooka-rhadebes-killer
s-to-justice/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-03-27-mining-royalty-payments-system-a-sham-sayscorruption-watch/
http://www.702.co.za/podcasts/123/the-karima-brown-show/205303/mineral-resources-minister-g
wede-mantashe-postpones-trip-to-xolobeni-community-due-to-bad-weather
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https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-04-25-why-the-anc-is-bent-on-conferring-colonial-an
d-apartheid-era-rights-on-rural-chiefs/
March 21
https://city-press.news24.com/News/we-will-not-give-up-tension-rises-as-xolobeni-community-vo
ws-to-fight-mining-20190409
https://www.iol.co.za/business-report/economy/agriculture-minister-zokwana-holds-fruitful-meetin
g-with-xolobeni-community-22405886
N2 Wild Coast Highway
http://m.engineeringnews.co.za/article/violent-protests-see-aveng-strabag-jv-terminate-mtentu-brid
ge-contract-2019-02-05/rep_id:4433 - Irma Venter
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/companies/industrials/2019-02-06-sanral-may-claim-damages-fr
om-aveng-and-strabag-for-abandoning-its-project/ - Siseko Njobeni
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-02-19-r9bn-wild-coast-highway-skids-off-course-as-sa
nral-mulls-new-toll-plan/ - Tony Carnie
https://city-press.news24.com/Business/blade-battles-to-unlock-r95bn-wild-coast-toll-project-20190
415 - Lubabalo Ngcukana
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2019-04-24-protesters-vow-to-make-life-difficult-for-n2-c
onstruction-workers/ - Chris Makhaye & Nce Mkhize
https://youtu.be/pFQKbL_nppw
Checkpoint - Report on KwaKhanyayo and conflict linked to N2 highway construction.
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