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SuStAining 
the Wild CoASt



 “SWC provides a forum for promoting ‘grassroots’ insights into what sustainable development 
in the Wild Coast region means, helps local communities to achieve their visions of a sustainable 
future and acts as a civil society ‘watchdog’ to identify and act against unsustainable and 
harmful practices.  SWC assists local communities with access to media to ensure their right 
to freedom of expression and to just administrative action and access to court, when violations of 
South Africa’s constitutional, environmental and human rights laws occur on the Wild Coast.” 

From Sustaining the Wild Coast - Governance Policies and Procedures

What is SWC?
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The residents of the Amadiba Coastal villages live in what has been defined as one of the two “poorest” 
district municipalities in South Africa (Alfred Nzo and Oliver Tambo) and yet they reject being categorised 
as poor.

 “People think we are poor. We do not feel we are poor. We feel richer than other people. Here we have 
land. You can go to other places and people have nothing. We have crops and cattle and bigger plans 
for tourism. In cities, people are poor. Caruso, from Australian mining company MRC, says we are poor, 
but he is from the city,” 

Siyabonga Ndovela, a 23-year-old supporter of The Amadiba Crisis Committee.

From the article here: 

https://www.forbesafrica.com/focus/2016/07/01/ancestors-fought-land-selling-australia/

With access to the land their ancestors have occupied for centuries the residents of the Amadiba 
Coastal villages are proud and passionate farmers who grow much of their own food and enough of 
certain crops, such as sweet potatoes, to sell as surplus. This area is one of very few areas in South 
Africa where residents have never been forcibly removed from the land, and where smallholder farming 
is still practiced with pride and passion. 

Aware of their reliance on the land, and aware of its great tourism and agricultural potential, the 
residents of the Amadiba coastal villages have for nearly twenty years continued to reject government 
insistence on the need for titanium dune mining as a driver of economic development in The Eastern 
Cape. They will not allow their birthright to be part of the new “sunrise mining industry” referred to by 
President Ramaphosa in his inaugural speech in February 2018. 

The residents of the Amadiba coastal villages know that they live in a time and under a government that 
could allow their farming lands to become a sacrifice zone - to be sliced up on the altar of GDP growth 
contingent upon titanium mining. They also know that the construction of the N2 toll road will make 
mining more viable. Despite SANRAL’s insistence that there is no link between the N2 and proposed 
mining, it is evident that Mineral Commodities Ltd sees the road as beneficial to their mining interests, 
as evident in their recent annual report:

“Future development and divestment options are under consideration, noting that the project’s viability 
has been further enhanced by the commencement of the construction of the N2 Toll highway.”

See:  https://www.asx.com.au/asxpdf/20180430/pdf/43tm08kyg05wsx.pdf
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Construction of the N2 through the Amadiba coastal villages will shatter their safe and socially cohesive 
communities and disrupt their farming activities. From their perspective most of the jobs that will be 
created will be for people outside the Amadiba area, and serve the interests of those who want to travel 
quickly through the Eastern Cape. Accepting that the toll road is supported by some other communities, 
the residents of the coastal area (Amadiba Administrative Area 24) are continuing to fight for the 
rerouting of the highway out of their area. 

Ramaphosa in his inaugural presidential address said: “We have the most beautiful country in the 
whole world and we are the most hospitable people in the whole world… and there is no reason we 
cannot grow our tourism industry!
I call on all South Africans to open their hearts, their rondavels, their arms and welcome visitors from 
all over the world.”

The Amadiba already welcome the world into their beautiful rondavels and know that the Wild Coast 
is one of the most beautiful and unspoilt tourist destinations in the world. They also know that visitors 
coming to stay on the Wild Coast are unlikely to want to stay in a rondavel, hike a trail, ride a mountain 
bike or embark on a trail run that is close to a busy toll road or a mining operation. In order to optimise 
the remarkable tourism and agricultural potential of the Amadiba coastal area, the government must 
heed the calls of the Amadiba residents to both reroute the toll road and disallow mining. In April 
2018 128 Amadiba residents took the Department of Mineral Resources and others to court seeking 
a declarator that they have the right to withhold consent for mining on their land. Such a declarator 
would be in keeping with the internationally recognised right of communities to free, prior and informed 
consent (FPIC)  with regard to use of their land. It is a right that is presently not recognised in South 
Africa with disastrous consequences for many mining affected communities. April 24 2018 was a 
momentous day for the Amadiba as they packed the Pretoria courtroom and filled the streets with 
“iMining ayiphumeleli” - “the mining, it will not succeed!” 

The struggle of the Amadiba is emblematic of the struggles of indigenous communities all over the 
world who are fighting to protect their land,  culture and human rights from the global growth-obsessed 
economy that deludes people into thinking that such an economy is sustainable on a planet with finite 
natural resources. Their  struggle remind us that our well being  is dependent on the earth and that if we 
don’t find a more sustainable way to live we will destroy our species. In the words of Sinegugu Zukulu: 
“from the Amadiba the world can learn that if people are allowed to look after their land, the land will 
look after them. The Amadiba have lots to teach the world world about how to live in a sustainable 
manner.” 

See: https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1773920522629255&id=252227751465214]

“It is pretty ironic that the so-called ‘least advanced/advantaged’ people are the ones taking the lead in 
trying to protect all of us, while the richest and most powerful among us are the ones who are trying to 
drive the society to destruction.”   
               Noam Chomsky

SWC endeavours, in a small way, to support the struggle of the Amadiba for self determination and to 
amplify their wise voices in the context of the present ecological crisis of the planet. 

Margie Pretorius 
Sinegugu Zukulu 
Kate Davies
Andrew Bennie 
Nobuntu Mazeka
Nick King 
John Clarke 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php%3Fstory_fbid%3D1773920522629255%26id%3D252227751465214%5D


4

2.1 Audit

Neville Hide and Associates trading as Accumulo Consulting are our auditors.
Once again we are grateful to San-Marie Aucamp who has  served  us voluntarily  as an ex officio treasurer for the 
past year and managed the auditing process. Thank you San-Marie! 
Please see our audited financial statement for details of SWC finances for the past year. 

2.2  legiSlAtiVe CoMPliAnCe

SWC is registered as a Non-Profit Company without members and is registered with the South African Revenue 
Service as a public benefit organisation in terms of section 30 of the Income Tax Act. We submit returns annually 
to the Company and Intellectual Property Commission (CIPC) and are in good standing. The shift to being 
registered as a Non-Profit Company was finalised with a new Memorandum of Incorporation (MOI). According to 
this MOI, we now are only legally obligated to hold three board meetings per year, and electronic meetings (such 
as via Skype) are permitted, subject to conditions in the MOI. We also are no longer required to hold an Annual 
General Meeting. However, the board decided that to ensure continued transparency and accountability, SWC will 
still produce Annual Financial Statements and hold an Annual General Meeting every second year. 

2.3  BoARd MeetingS

Three  board meetings were held over the course of the 2017- 2018 financial year;

•	 November 3-4 2017  in Johannesburg
•	 May 22  via skype
•	 June 18 via skype

All board meeting decisions were made with a quorum present. Although skype meetings are not as as convivial 
as face to face meetings they are more environmentally responsible and less costly. Recent skype meetings have 
proved a helpful way to overcome the logistical challenges of gathering 7 busy people together in one place. 

 2.4           FundRAiSing  and  FundS MAnAgeMent

•	 A repeat donation from the Environmental Defenders Fund of Rudolf Steiner Foundation Social Finance 
was made to SWC. This was divided equally between litigation costs incurred by Richard Spoor Inc. and the 
Amadiba Crisis Committee (ACC), with the latter portion being disbursed over the year by SWC, according 
to the requirements of ACC. ACC used these funds for various activities such as attendance at important 
court proceedings and community mobilisation meetings about the proposed mining. 

•	 A repeat grant from The Global Green Grant’s Fund enabled SWC to assist ACC with costs associated with 
attending meetings related to their ongoing struggle of resisting the toll road, supporting surrounding 
communities in their efforts to hold SANRAL accountable,  meetings about the proposed Marine Spatial 
Planning Bill and meetings in Mbizana about changes to the Spatial Development Plan. This money was 
also essential in enabling the three Amadiba Coastal Communities Development Association (ACCODA) 
meetings to take place. The grant  was also used to pay for the  design and layout of of a Pondoland 
Resource Centre funding  proposal and flyer, and to begin revamping our website. 

•	 Donations were made to SWC’s Given Gain campaign “Say NO to the N2” by a few faithful supporters for 
ongoing litigation against the N2 toll road. 

•	 SWC benefitted from another year of vehicle sponsorship from AVIS which enabled a great deal of travel 
at reduced cost. Thank you AVIS!

governance           02



SWC is continuing to focus on finding ways to enable the Amadiba coastal villages to use tourism and agriculture 
to create sustainable, environmentally responsible and community led economic opportunities as alternatives to 
mining. It is difficult to find funding for this work, but through networking with other interested organisations and 
individuals, slow progress is being made. 

3.1 CoMMunitY eCotouRiSM

•	 Amadiba Coastal Communities Development Association (ACCODA) meetings - Three meetings were 
held with ACCODA in the course of the year -  17 September 2017, 5 November 2017 and  6 May 2018 
and facilitated by SWC Vice chairperson Sinegugu Zukulu.  The recovening of ACCODA meetings was a 
siginificant step towards retrieving a vision for community led projects in tourism, such as those that 
were established during the time of Amadiba Adventures from 1996 onwards. The fight against mining 
and the N2 has consumed the time and energy of the Amadiba residents for many years and it has been 
difficult for them to focus on building positive alternatives to the proposed mining whilst having to resist 
so many threats to their land and system of traditional governance. The ACCODA  meetings created a 
space for village representatives to present their ideas and dreams for tourism in their villages and to 
discuss ways to make progress in realising these ideas. At the September meeting the minutes were 
documented by cartoonist Andy Mason, and form a very helpful graphic record of the presentations by 
different villages of what tourist attractions  they would like to see developed. 

PRoACtiVe PRogRAMMeS     03
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•	 At the same meeting Steve Hoffe presented the 
“Amadibaland” map that he was commissioned to 
design by SWC for ACCODA.  Feedback was received 
by ACCODA members and will inform further design 
work on the map. Important discussion was held 
about the need to grow the capacity of the community 
to manage tourism growth in a way that optimises 
community benefit. The map will not be publicly 
available until the community is better equipped to 
manage increased numbers of tourists visiting the 
area, and able to ensure that increased tourism 
means increased benefit to local residents.

•	 A funding proposal for the envisaged Pondoland 
Resource Centre was compiled.

See: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J2A-do7sLdtw6EXYGc2EuFFdsoQFuLlo/view?usp=drivesdk

•	 A funding commitment was secured to begin building a lodge in Sigidi village, and approval was obtained 
from the village and from Komkhulu for this development. Plans have been drawn up and the EIA process 
has begun. 

•	 Progress has been made in ascertaining what will be needed to secure environmental approval for the 
rebuilding of the Kwanyana camp.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J2A-do7sLdtw6EXYGc2EuFFdsoQFuLlo/view%3Fusp%3Ddrivesdk
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4.1 ACC StRAtegY PlAnning Meeting  

SWC was represented by Sinegugu Zukulu,  Andrew Bennie and Margie Pretorius at the ACC strategy meeting in 
February 2018. The meeting was attended by members of ACC, Cullinan and Associates, Richard Spoor Inc. The 
Legal Resources Centre, SWC, the Alternative Information and Development Centre (AIDC) and representatives 
of the Lusikisiki Ward 21 Business Forum. The meeting enabled sharing of information about all aspects of the 
Xolobeni struggle against mining and the N2, and the planning of activism to support ongoing litigation in 2018. 
Planning began for the national campaign to support the Amadiba in their court case in April. The supporting 
legal and NGO partners of this struggle seldom get the opportunity to meet face to face with one another and 
with members of the affected communities. It was good to spend two days together. 

ReACtiVe AdVoCACY       04

4.2 ReSiStAnCe to n2 toll RoAd

The past year has been another year of resistance to the construction of the N2 Wild Coast Toll Road in Amadiba 
Administrative Area 24 (AAA24).  SANRAL has still not engaged with the residents of AAA24 through their 
traditional authority at Umgungundlovu, but continues to claim that there is widespread support for the road 
from these residents. 

A new development in the last year has been the request for help from ACC by the road affected communities 
neighbouring AAA24. ACC, because of their many years of political awareness and mobilisation against the road 
and mining, is now known as a group of people who know how to stand up for their rights and fight injustice 
through legal action. 

The communities of Khanyayo and Jama have protested against, and blocked construction of the bridge haul 
roads and SANRAL attempts to begin building the Msikaba and Mtentu megabridges. Their grievances are 
numerous and relate mainly to dissatisfaction with SANRAL’S failure to employ local people and follow proper 
procedure in terms of grave relocations and compensation agreements. 

These road affected communities regularly seek advice from ACC and have acknowledged that they now better 
understand why the residents of AAA 24 do not want the road to be built in their area, and that it is not simply 
because they are “anti development”.  The link between the road and proposed mining is becoming more widely 
understood, and the residents of AAA24 remain resolute in their refusal to allow the toll road to be built through 
their area. 

A packed Sigidi meeting December 2017
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In Lusikisiki young members of the Ward 21 
Business Forum have benefited greatly from the 
support of ACC in their struggle to expose injustice 
in SANRAL’s modus operandi, with SWC assisting 
with disbursement of funds for travel and litigation 
costs when necessary. In return the Lusikisiki 
comrades, have added new energy to the Amadiba 
struggle and helped to broaden other communities’ 
understanding of ACC’s resistance to the proposed 
road and mining projects. Together ACC and SWC, 
with funding from the Environmental Defenders 
Fund of Rudolf Steiner Foundation Social Finance, 
enabled  lawyers Johan Lorenzen and and Thami 
Malusi to support these comrades when they were 
interdicted by SANRAL’s contractor Mamlambo 
Construction. The case has been withdrawn but 
has left the accused angry about the way SANRAL 
operates. 

In December 2017, historian and expert on the rural Eastern Cape, Professor William Beinart visited Sigidi to 
listen to the residents voice their opposition to the road and to interrogate their understanding of how they 
understand their land rights. Over 70 members of Sigidi Village walked to the meeting in the pouring rain and 
spoke passionately about why they don’t want a bridge over the Mzamba River and a highway through their 
village. For a compilation of the voices heard at the Sigidi meeting follow this link: 

https://medium.com/@margiepretorius/voices-from-the-residents-of-sigidi-as-they-face-the-
possibility-of-a-major-highway-being-built-814922f385d0

interdicting of the n2

Efforts to interdict the building of the road through Amadiba Area 24 have been hampered by lack of funding 
but are continuing. SWC assisted Cullinan and Associates in the long and arduous process of getting affidavits 
deposed in Khanyayo in May.

Prof. Beinhart at the Sigidi meeting in December 2017.

Affidavits from Khanyayo residents are signed at last!

Review Case to set aside environmental authorisation of the n2

In 2012 Sinegugu Zukulu and other members of the Amadiba community applied for a review and setting 
aside of the decision to grant environmental authorisation for the proposed N2 toll road. SANRAL has delayed 
the hearing of this case by challenging Sinegugu Zukulu’s right to bring this matter to court, and in the last year 
has almost completed the building of the megabridge haul roads despite the unresolved Review Case. 

https://medium.com/%40margiepretorius/voices-from-the-residents-of-sigidi-as-they-face-the-possibility-of-a-major-highway-being-built-814922f385d0
https://medium.com/%40margiepretorius/voices-from-the-residents-of-sigidi-as-they-face-the-possibility-of-a-major-highway-being-built-814922f385d0
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A significant victory against SANRAL’s delaying of this Review Case was achieved in October 2017 when 
Sinegugu Zukulu’s right to apply for a review of the environmental authorisation issued for the toll road was 
upheld against SANRAL’s interlocutory challenge of his locus standi.  The case has finally been set down for 3 - 
5 December 2018. SWC board member, John Clarke wrote of the significance of the case in Business Live. 

See: 
https://www.businesslive.co.za/rdm/business/2017-10-13-john-gi-clarke-one-just-man-standing/

Adv. Geoff Budlender and lawyer Cormac Cullinan in the Gauteng High Court in October. 

4.3 ReSiStAnCe to Mining

Administrative support 

SWC has continued to play a supportive role to the Amadiba Crisis Committee (ACC), in receiving and 
disbursing funds, organising logistics, participating in planning and strategizing workshops, networking, and 
organising media coverage for their ongoing struggle against mining in Xolobeni in Amadiba Administrative 
Area 24. 

#Right2sayno campaign

In April 135 members of the community with the support of the Bench Marks Foundation took  the Department 
of Mineral Resources, the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform and Transworld Energy and 
Mineral Resources (Australia) to court to seek a declarator that will affirm their right to withhold consent for 
mining on their land. This case was the culmination of several years of hard work by the community and their 
lawyers in compiling affidavits and supporting evidence.

https://www.businesslive.co.za/rdm/business/2017-10-13-john-gi-clarke-one-just-man-standing/
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Postcards from Xolobeni 

A series of photographs was created by Thom Pierce featuring residents of Xolobeni and the reasons why 
they oppose mining. Some of the postcards were printed as posters and were an eye-catching feature of the 
protest march  outside the courtroom on April 24. A series of postcard size pictures was printed and presented 
to representatives of the Department of Mineral Resources by members of ACC. The photographs were also 
widely circulated via social media and can all be viewed here: 

http://thompierce.com/xolobeni/

The court case was attended by a hundred members of the Xolobeni community, supported by about 900 
people from other communities in South Africa that are experiencing the devastating impacts of mining 
on their lives and rural livelihoods.  SWC members were involved in campaign logistics and with the media 
campaign which resulted in broad media coverage of this historic litigation. Judgement is yet to be handed 
down. For a detailed description of the court case with links to the extensive media coverage of the case please 
see this link to the Facebook page of ACC:

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=379995112487660&id=132594913894349

SWC member John Clarke filmed the entire court proceedings and his footage can be viewed here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1geB7fLj74&feature=youtu.be

The court proceedings were 
moved to a larger courtroom to 
accommodate the many Amadiba 
community members present.

Advocate Thembeka Ngcukaitobi represented 
the Amadiba tresidents.

Postcards being handed over to officials at 
Department of Mineral Resources

http://thompierce.com/xolobeni/
https://m.facebook.com/story.php%3Fstory_fbid%3D379995112487660%26id%3D132594913894349
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dz1geB7fLj74%26feature%3Dyoutu.be


Solidarity with other mining affected communities across Southern Africa

As people from different communities meet together they begin to understand “the big picture” of how the 
human rights of rural communities are disregarded by government intent on imposing big infrastructure 
projects that will negatively impact these communities.  The grant from the Environmental Defenders  Fund  
of  Rudolf Steiner  Foundation  Social Finance, disbursed to ACC over the past year, has enabled its members 
to play a leading role in empowering local people to understand and fight for their rights. This fight is complex 
and multifaceted. It impacts people directly in Pondoland and also continues to serve as an inspiration and 
support to other communities in South Africa who are fighting to be heard with regard to their land rights 
and the negative impacts of mining. Members of ACC attended  The People’s Summit in Johannesburg which 
focused on TransNational Corporate Impunity, and also travelled to the mining community of Newcastle in 
KwaZuluNatal to support people there in their ongoing struggle against the devastating impact of coal mining. 
The protest March in Pretoria was a significant collaboration between mining affected communities and served 
both to mobilise them and demonstrate the growing resistance to mining injustice in South Africa. 

4.4 SPAtiAl deVeloPMent FRAMeWoRK ChAngeS ChAllenged

Progress was made in the High Court application to review and set aside the Municipality’s designation of the 
Xolobeni area as fit for mining in its 2015 Spatial Development Framework. 

4.5 ShAReholdeR ACtiViSM 

An episode from the early history of SWC’s involvement in the struggle was remembered in June 2018 
when Louis de Villiers, a South African now living in Perth decided to ask questions of Mineral Resource 
Commodities (MRC) Chair Mark Caruso, at the MRC Shareholders AGM. de Villiers bought shares to gain access 
to the meeting and asked probing questions. A similar initiative had been taken in 2007, and in sharing that 
experience with de Villiers in preparation for the 2018 AGM, SWC again helped to challenge the falsehoods and 
propaganda that MRC continues to promote about its proposed Xolobeni mining project. 
The Strategic Litigation Against Public Participation (SLAPP) suits initiated in 2017 against six South Africans, 
including SWC board member John Clarke, also received attention at the AGM.  See this report by MoneyWeb: 

https://www.moneyweb.co.za/mineweb/mining-companies-investment/awkward-questions-get-short-shrift-at-
mrc-annual-general-meeting/
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CoMMuniCAtion         05
5.1 WeBSite

Unfortunately the upgrade of the SWC website is still not complete. This must be a priority in 2018/2019. 

5.2  SoCiAl MediA - FACeBooK

Our communication via Facebook has continued to be an important medium through which to spread awareness  of 
what is happening in the Amadiba area of the Wild Coast. Our page now has about 2800 followers. With input 
and support from SWC and AIDC, the Amadiba Crisis Committee page increased its number of followers from 
about 600 to 1000 at the time of the #Right2sayNO campaign. 

5.3 SuBMiSSion to the MoSt endAngeRed CultuRAl  heRitAge SiteS CAMPAign 
2017 

Well known Port St John’s resident, Kathryn Costello joined SWC board member Margie Pretorius on a hike 
from Port Edward to Msikaba in September 2017 and submitted her photographs of the Xolobeni Red Dunes 
to the Most Endangered Cultural Heritage Sites campaign of the Heritage Monitoring Project. The Red Dunes 
were  subsequently selected as one of the ten most endangered cultural heritage sites of South Africa in 2017. 

http://www.theheritageportal.co.za/thread/xolobeni-red-dunes-wild-coast

This recognition of the Xolobeni Red Dunes follows the recognition of the pre betterment cultural landscape 
of the AmaMpondo villages of Xolobeni as one of the most threatened cultural heritage sites in 2016. It is 
significant that Amadiba Administrative Area 24 is now home to two of  South Africa’s most threatened heritage 
sites. What will be done to protect them? 

http://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/our-vanishing-heritage-south-africas-top-ten-endangered-sites-2016

http://www.theheritageportal.co.za/thread/xolobeni-red-dunes-wild-coast
http://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/our-vanishing-heritage-south-africas-top-ten-endangered-sites-2016
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5.4 #Right2sayno Campaign

These posters were created to explain opposition to mining and the tollroad and were posted on 
social media at the time of the #Right2sayNO court case. The full range of posters can be viewed 
here:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1n4m7bMYbyA_l3ymrSpvSch-H0OTXbXjI

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1n4m7bMYbyA_l3ymrSpvSch-H0OTXbXjI
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5.5 50/50 And CheCKPoint

SWC helped to organise for Julie Laurenz to do follow up  coverage of the Amadiba’s resistance to the 
N2. She and her team were not allowed to observe the Environmental Monitoring Committee meeting at 
the Wild Coast Sun and were evicted from the meeting, but an amazing day of filming followed in beautiful 
Sigidi where residents were busy harvesting their sweet potatoes and spoke passionately about their 
opposition to the toll road being built through their fields. The footage will be used in upcoming 50/50 and 
Checkpoint programmes.

5.6 ARtiCleS PuBliShed duRing the YeAR BY SWC MeMBeRS

Andrew Bennie 

“Resistance is Fertile” tells of Sigidi residents using agriculture as a tool of resistance.

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2017-07-20-op-ed-resistance-is-0fertile-amadiba-agriculture-
challenges-elite-mining-agenda/

John Clarke 

“Meanwhile on the Wild Coast” was a critical response to President Cyril Ramaphosa’s categorisation of mining 
as a “sunrise industry”. 

https://medium.com/@johngiclarke/meanwhile-on-the-wild-coast-e7ce3b0a048d

“Behind the Irony Curtain: Blood Diamond, Xolobeni and the Real Story of MRC” was written in response to the 
request from a new MRC shareholder for factual information, so as to enable him to pose relevant questions 
to MRC Chair Mark Caruso about the risks that he was expecting investors to shoulder in their South African 
ventures.

https://medium.com/@johngiclarke/behind-the-irony-curtain-blood-diamond-xolobeni-and-the-real-story-of-mrc-
6a626c9c2913

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2017-07-20-op-ed-resistance-is-0fertile-amadiba-agriculture-challenges-elite-mining-agenda/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2017-07-20-op-ed-resistance-is-0fertile-amadiba-agriculture-challenges-elite-mining-agenda/
https://medium.com/%40johngiclarke/meanwhile-on-the-wild-coast-e7ce3b0a048d
https://medium.com/%40johngiclarke/behind-the-irony-curtain-blood-diamond-xolobeni-and-the-real-story-of-mrc-6a626c9c2913
https://medium.com/%40johngiclarke/behind-the-irony-curtain-blood-diamond-xolobeni-and-the-real-story-of-mrc-6a626c9c2913
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netWoRKing          06

6.1 netWoRKing With otheR oRgAniSAtionS

Southern African Faith Communities environmental institute  (SAFCei)

Margie Pretorius travelled with Francesca deGasparis, chairperson of SAFCEI to the Thinktank on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production organised by the Swedish Society for the Conservation of Nature (SSNC) in Ghana 
from 6-8 June 2018. Both SWC and SAFCEI are exploring the possibility of a partnership with SSNC, and will 
consider ways in which these two organizations can work together to support the cause of the Amadiba 

 the legal Resources Centre, Cullinan and Associates and Richard Spoor inc and henk Smith

Wilmien Wicomb, Cormac Cullinan, Danjelle Midgley, Richard Spoor, Johan Lorenzen, Thami Malusi and 
Henk Smith continue to represent residents of AAA24 in litigation with huge  dedication and we have valued 
collaborating with them all in the last year.

 Alternative information and development Centre (AidC)

Closer collaboration with AIDC has been forged in the last year and Margie Pretorius  particularly appreciates the 
warm welcome extended to her by members of AIDC at their offices in Cape Town. The media team from AIDC 
enjoyed a memorable road trip to Pretoria for the #Right2 sayNO court case. Thanks comrades!

international Association for impact Assessors (iAiA) 

In May the International Association for Impact Assessors (IAIA) held their annual conference in Durban. 
Several tours to various places were arranged so that delegates could experience the many delights that SA 
has to offer. Thanks to the suggestion of board member Nick King, and organizer Adrienne Edgeson, one of the 
tour options was a visit to Sigidi Village. Adrienne writes:

“20 delegates, from countries such as Australia, Austria, Holland, the UK, South America and neighbouring 
African countries were shown the film “Shorebreak” and each delegate was given a copy of the film to show to 
colleagues in his/her home country.  Delegates greatly appreciated meeting Nonhle, hiking to Sigidi Village and 
their overnight stay at the homestead of Nonhle’s family. They were shocked to learn of the mining threat to the 
Amadiba coastal villages. 

Gathering around the camp fire after a scrumptious meal of traditional fare was a cultural experience of 
sharing, laughter and comradery. Nonhle and her family started off with Mpondo song and drums and then 

Henk Smith, Johan Lorenzen and Wilmien Wicomb on a visit to Umgungundlovu Traditional Court in December 2017.
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various delegates “show-cased” their traditional dances and songs. Under a wonderfully bright moon, the 
atmosphere was electric. 

The next day Nonhle take the delegates out to see fields of sweet-potatoes, madumbis, and beans being 
harvested and also shared some of the community’s dreams and plans for various tourist attractions. Upon 
returning to the homestead an interesting impromptu “conference” unfolded with much debate and some 
offers of help from the visiting delegates. 

After an early lunch, the visitors returned to the Wild Coast Sun via the suspension bridge over the Mzamba 
River with Nonhle sharing the inspiring story of how the bridge was collaboratively built by architectural 
students from Austria and members of Sigidi Village. All visitors agreed that the Sigidi Village hike was an eye 
opening and fabulous experience.”

nsasani trust

Sinegugu and Margie joined Karen Vickers of Nsasani Trust in leading a Young Women in Science Leadership 
Camp and Exchange for a small group of High school girls and teachers from Joburg, Mbizana and Acornhoek 
in June/July. 

The group spent 4 days at the Skukuza  Science Leadership Initiative Centre in learning activities that focused 
on developing scientific research skills, thinking skills and leadership qualities. The girls also enjoyed daily yoga 
sessions and game drives. From Kruger the group travelled to Port Edward spending a night on the KwaZulu 
Natal North coast and then participated in a hike through the Amadiba Coastal area, staying at homestays in 
Sigidi, Mtolane and Nyavini. The girls were deeply moved by listening to members of these villages speak of the 
struggle of the Amadiba to protect their land and and participated enthusiastically in helping to harvest sweet 
potatoes in Sigidi. 

They learnt much from Sinegugu as he shared his knowledge of Pondoland and of our dependence on 
ecosystems for life and wellbeing. The hike was physically challenging and the girls returned home clearly 
boosted in confidence and enriched by the many new experiences that they were exposed to. 

The hike affirmed the immense and unique educational potential of Pondoland as a learning destination and 
the exciting possibilities of collaborating further with Nsasani in creating exciting educational opportunities for 
young South Africans.

The girls and teachers got involved in harvesting sweet potatoes



16

Thank You
for your interest and support!

On top of the Xolobeni Red Dunes: Sinegugu jumped the highest! 


